
Ducks! 

Lani Bagley and Craig Schuftan are making electronic music for dancing and dreaming as Ducks! 
Formed in January 2014, the pair released their debut album, Ding Ding Ding, in February this 
year.

How Ducks! make music
Ducks! music is electro-pop, with seductive harmonies and disco rhythms. Inspired by early 
pioneers of electronic music such as Pierre Schaeffer and Pauline Oliveros, and also by the record 
player that always gets stuck in the bar they like to go to, Ducks! make loop-based improvisations 
using voices, percussion, analogue synthesizers, a collection of small musical instruments, and 
some drugs they bought from a guy in the park. These become the raw material for Ducks! disco-
collages. The looped drones and rhythms are layered with beats, bleeps, found sounds and more 
vocals until they make humans dance.

Ducks! have made an album

Ding Ding Ding is Ducks!’ first album, recorded and produced at the band’s own Tiny Lights studio 
in Berlin. Its twelve songs tell a story about two days in the life of Ducks! They walk (‘Distance and 
Difficulties’), talk (‘Tiny Lights’), dance (‘Make a Party’), fall in love (‘Für Immer’), and fall asleep 
(‘Theme From Schlafbeere’). In the morning, they plot the overthrow of the government and the 
destruction of the patriarchy (‘Homo Inferior’), before succumbing to a series of introspective 
mental health crises (‘Problematic Head’, ‘Man from the Moon’), and then going out and dancing 
and falling in love again (‘Something True’). Hear Ding Ding Ding, here.

In German Idealist philosophy, the word ‘Ding’ refers to the truth behind perceptible phenomena. In 
Australia, where Craig and Lani are from, it refers to the sound made by a glockenspiel when you 
hit it with a stick. Both associations suit Ducks! just fine. Like all music, theirs is an attempt to 
describe reality by hitting things until they make a noise. 
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How Ducks! began

Lani is a singer-songwriter, who performs and records as Lanii. She has co-written songs for 
afrobeat ensembles and children’s choirs, performed vocals and harmonies for soul groups and 
industrial acts, and sang in Karen O’s ‘Psycho Opera’ Stop the Virgens as part of the 2012 Vivid 
festival at the Sydney Opera House. Craig is an author and radio producer, who has written three 
books on music and popular culture, and won an ARIA award in 2010 for his production of the 
album, ‘The Blow Parade’. Two years ago, Lani met Craig at a photography exhibition in Berlin. 
Two weeks later, at Berghain, she sang one of her loopy dream-songs in his ear. As the song 
merged and collided with whatever the DJ at Panorama bar happened to be playing at that 
moment, the image of a Mandarin Duck, clearly visible to all, appeared briefly above the 
dancefloor, and an idea was born.

What Ducks! did next

Ducks have released two singles, ‘Tiny Lights’, a song about long distance relationships which also 
happens to describe Ducks! preferred way of decorating their studio, and ‘Make a Party’, which 
does exactly what it says on the front. They’ve remixed Philadelphia Grand Jury and Moonsign, 
composed a soundtrack for an art exhibition and performed a loop-based interpretation of Gertrude 
Stein’s classic children’s book ‘The World is Round’. They played their first gig in June 2015, 
supporting Jarvis Cocker at the Berlin premiere of ‘Pulp: a film about love and supermarkets’, and 
have since performed at Urban Spree, Loophole, Marie Antoinette, Madame Claude, Das Hotel, 
Culture Container and Mobile Kino’s Weekender festival in Frankfurt Oder. Ducks! will tour Europe 
and Australia in the second half of 2016.

Contact Ducks!

Ducks! are available for interviews regarding Ding Ding Ding and upcoming performances. To 
speak to Ducks!, write to ducksmakemusic@gmail.com

Ducks! can also be found on Soundcloud, and on Facebook.

Ding Ding Ding is available on Bandcamp. 

Note: Ducks! enjoy bread, but cannot properly digest it. Please stop throwing bread at Ducks!
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